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1. PROJECT TITLE:  
Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA 
 
2. FUNDERS:  
Funding is provided by the Government of Western Australia through Department of 
Environment, and the Department of Education and Training.  Natural Heritage Trust 
funding from the Commonwealth Government is also vital to the program. 
 
3. PROVIDERS:   
The Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA Network is coordinated statewide. Regional 
Coordinators are based in eleven regions in Western Australia, namely: Avon 
(wheatbelt); Bennett Brook and Swan (Perth); Blackwood/Margaret River/Augusta; 
Gascoyne (Carnarvon); Geographe Bay (Busselton); Leschenault (Bunbury); Mid 
West (Geraldton); Kwinana/Peel (Mandurah), South Coast (Albany, Jerramungup 
and Esperance) and Warren Gardner (Manjimup and Pemberton).  
 
4. KEY CONTACTS:    
Bronwyn Ryan, State Facilitator  bronwyn.ryan@wrc.wa.gov.au
Cathy Walker, cathy.walker@wrc.wa.gov.au
See also attached contact list. 
 
5. INDUSTRY/ISSUE/GEOGRAPHY  
Ribbons of Blue was initiated as a schools environmental water quality monitoring 
program in 1989.  Since becoming part of the Australia-wide Waterwatch network in 
1994, the strong association with schools has been retained, while the program has 
expanded to include greater community involvement. Water quality monitoring and 
catchment management activities are used as tools on which to focus learning and 
develop understanding, while involvement in on-ground action projects builds a 
sense of environmental and social & civic responsibility for shared management of 
local environments. 
 
6. PROJECT CONTEXT 
In recent years water quality around Australia has rapidly deteriorated. Over one third 
of arable land in Western Australia has been lost due to salinisation of ground water. 
Water supply and quality has become a major political and social issue across 
Australia in recent times, highlighted by the worst drought in memory.  
 
The challenge at hand is the urgent need to develop an understanding within the 
community that their behaviour has serious impacts upon local water bodies and that 
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through individual actions they can help to keep our waterways, wetlands and 
groundwater healthy for future generations.  
 
The Ribbons of Blue program objectives are to: 

 Increase community awareness and understanding of water quality issues in 
a whole of catchment context; 

 Provide school and community educational opportunities through a range of 
curriculum areas and public forums; 

 Encourage collaborative action involving the community (including schools), 
local government authorities, and State government agencies to identify and 
resolve water related catchment issues; 

 Support community monitoring projects to contribute useful water quality data 
for community and agency application in raising awareness and resolving 
issues (restoring waterways and catchments, including streamline, waterway 
and wetland vegetation, stream health assessments and habitat construction 
and/or reconstruction); and 

 Maintain networks and partnerships to share data and information, and to 
support to continuity of the program across the State Through training, 
education and fieldwork, thousands of students and community members 
state-wide are educated on issues such as erosion, salinity and excess 
nutrients, which are threatening the health of our waterways. 

 
Teachers are assisted to plan on-going monitoring and education programs, 
connecting fieldwork and other learning experiences to the Curriculum framework, 
and linking schools to the wider community for on-ground remedial action. 
 
7. PROJECT NICHE 
Ribbons of Blue is a comprehensive environmental program that addresses the 
issues cited above. The program educates school students and the community, and 
facilitates their involvement in the protection of water quality.  
 
8. PHILOSOPHY/APPROACH  
Ribbons of Blue staff support and train teachers and community groups to become 
actively involved in learning about and protecting environmental water quality, and 
encourage shared responsibility for the protection, restoration and management of 
their local water bodies.  The approach encourages local ownership and care for 
environmental resources, and fosters a community environmental management ethic 
amongst Western Australia’s young.  The approach also encourages wider 
community involvement and participation.  
 
9. RESOURCES, MANAGEMENT AND STAFFING STRUCTURES 
Now in its thirteenth year, the Ribbons of Blue program joined the national 
Waterwatch initiative in 1994. This nation-wide network of thousands of people works 
in local areas to learn about and protect their local waterways. 
 
The Ribbons of Blue program is coordinated by a State team, and centrally 
administered through the Community Education and Involvement Section of the 
Department of Environment. The Community Education and Involvement Section is 
responsible for educating the community on prominent environmental issues through 
social marketing techniques, and eliciting positive behaviour change to ensure 
healthy and sustainable environmental resources for today and for future 
generations. 
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10. PROCESS/METHODS USED 
Ribbons of Blue coordinators work with schools and communities to identify water 
monitoring programs and issues for local areas.  Appropriate monitoring regimes are 
then developed and implemented by the schools with Ribbons of Blue assistance 
and guidance.   
 
Further details of the program outcomes can be obtained from the Ribbons of Blue 
State Facilitator when the current evaluation is complete. 
 
11. IMPACTS TO DATE: 
Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA involves the following community demographics in 
water quality education, water quality monitoring and catchment education every 
year: 

 The Ribbons of Blue program is estimated to directly reach over 15 500 
students and community members across the State, through education, 
fieldwork and on-ground remedial action. 

 Contact with 1100 primary and high schools in Western Australia, of which 
224 schools comprising a total of 13,500 students are actively involved in 
Ribbons of Blue.  

 In addition, 105 community groups are actively involved with the Program, 
including approximately 1050 people. 

 
12. EFFECTIVENESS:. 
An evaluation of the Ribbons of Blue Program is currently taking place.  An early 
evaluation, undertaken in 1995, found wide support for the program and recognition 
of its contribution to student’s education and improving the environment. 
  
13. PROJECT DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE:  
• For state and regional information visit the Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA 

website on www.wrc.wa.gov.au 
• Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA Information and Registration brochure 
• Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA Strategic Plan 
• Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA educational resources (for use by registered 

Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA groups) 
• Waterwatch Australia Fact Sheets 
• Waterwatch Australia Case Studies 
 
14. ISSUES:  
Current issues related directly to securing ongoing funding for the Ribbons of Blue 
Program.  
 
15. COMMENTS/CONCLUSIONS: ] 
A comprehensive evaluation and review is currently underway which will, it is 
anticipated, contribute to securing ongoing funding by documenting the linkages 
between investment in this program and improvement in water quality and 
community environmental management. 
 
16. REVIEW METHODS:   
Information provided by Bronwyn Ryan to Debra Pearce, April 2003.  
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Ribbons of Blue / Waterwatch WA  
State Team and Regional Coordinators 
March 2003 

 
State Facilitator  
Bronwyn Ryan  
Ph: (08) 9278 0646 
Mob: 0417 090 545 
E-mail: bronwyn.ryan@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
State Environmental Officer 
Amy Warner 
Ph: (08) 9278 0643 (Mon, Thurs, Fri at Hyatt) 
Ph (08) 9374 3311 (Tues & Wed at SCC) 
Mob: 0419 844 649 
E-mail: amy.warner@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
State Project Officer  
Cathy Walker 
Ph: (08) 9278 0645 
E-mail: cathy.walker@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Water & Rivers Commission 
Level 2 
123 Adelaide Terrace 
EAST PERTH  WA  6004 
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 6740 
Hay Street East 
EAST PERTH WA 6892 
 
Fax: (08) 9278 0639 
 
Avon  
David Gibb 
Water & Rivers Commission  
254 Fitzgerald Street  
(PO Box 497) 
NORTHAM  WA  6401 
Tel: (08) 9690 2624 
Fax: (08) 9622 7155 
E-mail: david.gibb@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Bennett Brook 
Trish Pedelty 
Bennett Brook Catchment Group 
266 Lord Street (North of Benara Rd) 
CAVERSHAM   WA    
 
(Mailing address: 
PO Box 228 
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BEECHBORO  WA   6063) 
 
Ph: (08) 9377 0444 
Fax: (08) 9379 9339 
E-mail: trish.bbcg@westnet.com.au 
 
 
 
Blackwood  
Billie Hills 
Corporate Projects Officer/Waterwatch Coordinator 
WA Plantation Resources 
PO Box 2453 Bunbury WA 6231 
Phone: (08) 9721 7411 (Bunbury) 
Phone (08) 9771 7400 (Manjimup) 
Fax: (08) 9721  3213 
Mobile: 0419 919 273 
Email: billie.hills@wapres.com.au 
 
Cape to Cape Region 
Jen Mitchell 
Mobile: 0409 099 129 
E-mail: jenny.mitchell@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Genevieve Hanran-Smith 
Mobile: 0417 948 813 
E-mail: genevieve.hanran-smith@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Unit 2 Palm Court Arcade 
62 Kent Street 
(PO Box 269) 
BUSSELTON  WA  6280 
 
Ph: (08) 9754 4331 
Fax: (08) 9754 4335 
 
Gascoyne 
Inez Stemp 
Water & Rivers Commission  
211 Robinson Street 
(PO Box 81) 
CARNARVON  WA  6701 
 
Tel: (08) 9941 4921 
Fax: (08) 9941 4931 
E-mail: inez.stemp@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Geographe Region 
Jen Mitchell 
Mobile: 0409 099 129 
E-mail: jenny.mitchell@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Genevieve Hanran-Smith 
Mobile: 0417 948 813 
E-mail: genevieve.hanran-smith@wrc.wa.gov.au 

5 



National Extension/Education Review Ribbons of Blue/Waterwatch WA 
 

 
Unit 2 Palm Court Arcade 
62 Kent Street 
(PO Box 269) 
BUSSELTON  WA  6280 
 
Ph: (08) 9754 4331 
Fax: (08) 9754 4335 
 
 
Leschenault 
Brendan Kelly 
Water & Rivers Commission 
35-39 McCombe Road 
Halifax 
BUNBURY  WA  6231 
Ph: (08) 9726 4194 
Mob: 0407 219 515 
Fax: (08) 9726 4100 
E-mail: brendan.kelly@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Mid West 
Mike Johnson 
Water & Rivers Commission 
Cnr Forrest & Sanford St 
(PO Box 73) 
GERALDTON  WA  6531 
Ph: (08) 9964 5978 
Fax: (08) 9964 5983 
E-mail: mike.johnson@wrc.wa.gov.au
 
(Working days: Mon, Tues, Wed) 
 
Peel 
Thelma Crook 
Water & Rivers Commission 
Suite 8, Sholl House 
21 Sholl Street 
(PO Box 332) 
MANDURAH  WA  6210 
Ph: 9535 3411 
Fax: 9581 4560 
E-mail: thelma.crook@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
South Coast (Schools Coordinator) 
Nadene Schiller 
Department of Agriculture 
10 Tobruk Road 
JERRAMUNGUP  WA  6337 
Ph: (08) 9835 1177 
Mob: 0428 355 056 
Fax: (08) 9835 1101 
E-mail: nschiller@agric.wa.gov.au 
 
South Coast (Community Coordinator) 
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Max Michael  
Water and Rivers Commission 
5 Bevan Street 
(PO Box 525) 
ALBANY  WA  6331 
Ph: (08) 9842 5760 
Mobile: 043 800 4805 
Fax: (08) 9842 1204 
E-mail: max.michael@wrc.wa.gov.au  
 
(Working hours: 2.5 days per week: Monday and Tuesdays and Thursday mornings).  
 
 
 
Swan 
Honi Adolphson 
Ph: (08) 9374 3306 
Mobile: 0419 041 423  
E-mail: honi.adolphson@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Carlie Slodecki 
Ph: (08) 9374 3307 
Mobile: 0417 990 256 
E-mail: carlie.slodecki@wrc.wa.gov.au 
 
Fax: (08) 9374 0685 
 
Swan Catchment Centre 
Cnr Bishop Road & Great Northern Hwy 
Middle Swan WA 6056 
 
Postal Address:  
PO Box 1906 Midland WA 6936 
 
Warren and Gardner 
Andy Russell 
Pemberton Community Centre 
(PO Box 137) 
Pemberton Visitors Centre, Brockman Street 
PEMBERTON  WA  6260 
 
Ph/Fax: (08) 9776 1559 
E-mail: andy@westnet.com.au 
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